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Introduction
Muslims take prophecy as an important part of the history of humanity. They believe that God usually selects individuals to speak to He sends the prophets to communicate His word and will to a particular community. Therefore, according to Muslims, prophets are selected by God as messengers to communicate His message to the people (Crone & P, 2012). God communicates to His chosen messengers in different ways, majorly through inspiration (wahy). In Arabic two terms are used to refer to a prophet, rasul, (messenger) and rabi (the prophesier). They also believe that prophets are given Kitab (books) to gather the messages or the revelation communicated by a prophet. The book symbolizes the word of God and contains the preaching of the prophet on the behalf of God. Muhammad is one of the major prophets of Islam. He was a prophet or a messenger chosen by God to communicate His message.
Prophet Muhammad
Muhammad is believed to have been the last prophet in Islam which is referred to as the Seal of the Prophets. Muhammad was born in AD570 in the Quraysh which is a tribe in Arabia. During that time people worshipped many other gods in their tribes. Muhammad was an orphan and was raised by Abu Talib, his uncle. Muhammad worked as a shepherd when he was a young boy as pay to his uncle. In his early twenties, he entered the service of Khadija who was a wealthy Meccan merchant.  He ended up marrying Khadijah and they had six children.
Muhammad got disturbed by Mecca’s materialism and idolatry (Hawting & G. R, 1999). He, therefore, started making retreats to a mountain where he fasted and meditated. On one occasion, an overpowering presence visited him and directed him to recite words of such force and beauty that gradually attributed them to God. This happened after he had several indistinct visionary experiences. He was visited by Angel Jibril during his meditation in the cave. This was known as the Night of Power. After this experience, Muhammad realized that he had been chosen by God for a task: to preach about God to his trib. He, therefore, began to reveal the messages to his tribe. These were collected verse by verse and later became Qur’an, sacred scripture of Islam. Muhammad and his followers were at first ridiculed and belittled. They were physically attacked and persecuted for breaking up from the traditional ways of the tribe. The Quraysh and Mecca banned trade with the followers of Muhammad. His wife and uncle died towards the end of the decade and the Mecca’s leaders tried to assassinate him.
Muhammad and his followers left Mecca and migrated to Yathrib, the burial place of his father. Yathrib was suffering from civil war and the leaders invited Muhammad to act as their mediator due to his known wisdom. Yathrib was renamed Medina meaning the city of Prophet. Muhammad stayed there for six years and builds the first community of Muslims and eventually gathered more people on his side. Meccans were not happy about the success of Muhammad and they organized three major battles. Muslims won the first battle, lost in the second but outlasted the third battle. After the battles, a treaty was signed by the two sides. The treaty recognized Muslims as a new force in Arabia and they were given the freedom to move throughout Arabia. Meccan allies broke the treaty after a year.
The powerful Mecca lost its powers to Muhammad and the Muslims. Muhammad and his followers entered Mecca and the tribes joined them one by one after which the Meccans joined them. Muslims believe that Muhammad was the final prophet (Rippin & A, 2014). He was the last in the line of God’s sent prophets to guide human beings referred to as the seal of the prophets ( Khatam al-nabiyyin, Q. 33.40). Muhammad is regarded as the final messenger of Allah. No further prophets will ever come after Muhammad according to the belief of Islam. This is because they believe that Muhammad communicated the final message of Allah to mankind.
The Islamic religion began to flourish after the migration of Muhammad to Medina. This was the most important point in Muhammad's life. It marked the beginning of the Muslim calendar (Rippin & A, 2014). Muslims began to count years after that year. The treaty signed by Muhammad and the inhabitants of Medina and the Jewish tribes was called the constitution of Medina. It declared Muslims as a nation, a religious community (ummah), and regarded Medina as a religious shrine and a holy city.
Conclusion
According to Islam, prophets are messengers chosen by God with the role of communicating God’s messages to the people.  Muhammad was one of the most important prophets in the Islam religion. He was and is seen by Muslims as a representative of the perfect human being and the most exemplary role model. He is regarded as the last prophet sent by Allah. Muslims believe that Muhammad received the Qur’an, the most important holy book of Islam which contains the word of Allah.
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